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Claims 

[d] A security system comprising: 

a) an authentication element that receives a biomet- 
ric characteristic from a user, the authentication ele- 
ment broadcasting an authorization signal in re- 
sponse to identifying the user; and 

b) a device communicator in wireless communication 
with the authentication element and in electrical 
communication with a computing device, the device 
communicator permitting the user to access the 
computing device in response to receiving the autho- 
rization signal broadcasted by the authentication el- 
ement. 

[c2] The security system of claim 1 further comprising a sen- 
sor that is attached to at least one of the authentication 
element and the device communicator, the sensor gen- 
erating a sensor signal that is related to a status of at 
least one of the authentication element, the device com- 
municator, and the computing device. 

[c3] The security system of claim 2 wherein the sensor com- 
prises a motion sensor and the status of the at least one 
of the authentication element, the device communicator, 



and the computing device is related to a motion of the 
device communicator. 

[c4] The security system of claim 2 wherein the sensor com- 
prises a proximity sensor and the status of the at least 
one of the authentication element, the device communi- 
cator, and the computing device is related to a distance 
between the authentication element and the computing 
device. 

[c5] The security system of claim 2 wherein the sensor com- 
prises a motion/proximity sensor and the status of the 
at least one of the authentication element, the device 
communicator, and the computing device is related to a 
motion of the device communicator and a distance be- 
tween the authentication element and the computing de- 
vice. 

[c6] The security system of claim 2 wherein the sensor com- 
prises a clock and the status of the at least one of the 
authentication element, the device communicator, and 
the computing device is related to a time interval be- 
tween two predetermined events associated with at least 
one of the authentication element, the device communi- 
cator, and the computing device. 

[c7] The security system of claim 1 wherein the biometric 



characteristic is chosen from the group comprising a fin- 
ger-print, a retinal scan, a voice-print, a DNA signature, 
a facial scan, body impedance, and a written signature. 

[c8] The security system of claim 1 wherein the authentica- 
tion element comprises an electronic circuit that is inte- 
grated into at least one of a computer, a cellular tele- 
phone, a personal digital assistant, and a pager. 

[c9] The security system of claim 1 wherein the authentica- 
tion element is bound to at least one of the device com- 
municator and the computing device. 

[do] The security system of claim 1 wherein at least one of 
the authentication element, the device communicator, 
and the computing device further comprises an alarm 
that indicates a presence of an unauthorized user. 

[cH] The security system of claim 10 wherein the alarm is 
chosen from the group comprising an audible alarm, a 
light, a distress beacon, a vibrator, and an electric shock 
device. 

[d2] a security system comprising: 

a) an authentication element that receives a biomet- 
ric characteristic from a user, the authentication ele- 
ment broadcasting an authorization signal in re- 
sponse to identifying the user; and 



b) a computing device in wireless communication 
with the authentication element, the computing de- 
vice executing a software program in response to re- 
ceiving the authorization signal broadcasted by the 
authentication element the software program permit- 
ting the user to access the computing device. 

[d3] The security system of claim 12 wherein the software 

program comprises an interface/administration software 
program. 

[d4] The security system of claim 12 wherein the authentica- 
tion element is bound to the computing device. 

[d5] The security system of claim 12 further comprising a 

sensor that is attached to the authentication element, the 
sensor generating a sensor signal that is related to a sta- 
tus of at least one of the authentication element and the 
computing device. 

[d6] The security system of claim 12 wherein the biometric 

characteristic is chosen from the group comprising a fin- 
ger-print, a retinal scan, a voice-print, a DNA signature, 
a facial scan, body impedance, and a written signature. 

[d7] a method of authenticating a user to a computing de- 
vice, the method comprising: 

a) obtaining a biometric characteristic from a user 



that identifies the user; 

b) broadcasting an authorization signal that is re- 
lated to the biometric characteristic; 

c) receiving the authorization signal that is related to 
the biometric characteristic; and 

d) permitting the user to access the computing de- 
vice in response to receiving the authorization signal. 

[d8] The method of claim 17 wherein the permitting the user 
to access the computing device provides the user physi- 
cal access to a secured area. 

[d9] The method of claim 17 wherein the permitting the user 
to access the computing device provides the user access 
to a computer network. 

[c20] The method of claim 17 wherein the permitting the user 
to access the computing device provides the user access 
to secured data. 

[c21] The method of claim 17 wherein the biometric charac- 
teristic is chosen from the group comprising a finger- 
print, a retinal scan, a voice-print, a DNA signature, a fa- 
cial scan, body impedance, and a written signature. 

[c22] The method of claim 17 wherein the authorization signal 
is transmitted through at least one of a wireless commu- 
nication system, a IR communication system, an optical 



communication system and an acoustical communication 
system. 

[c23] The method of claim 17 further comprising sensing a 
status of the computing device in response to the pres- 
ence of the authorization signal. 

[c24] The method of claim 23 wherein the status of the com- 
puting device is chosen from the group comprising a 
proximity of the user to the computing device, a motion 
of the computing device relative to the user, a receipt of 
a user credential, and a risk level assigned to the com- 
puting device. 

[c25] The method of claim 17 further comprising sensing a 
status of the computing device in response to the ab- 
sence of the authorization signal. 

[c26] The method of claim 25 wherein the status of the com- 
puting device is chosen from the group comprising a 
proximity of the user to the computing device, a motion 
of the computing device relative to the user, a receipt of 
a user credential, and a risk level assigned to the com- 
puting device. 

[c27] The method of claim 17 further comprising denying the 
user access to the computing device in response to an 
absence of the authorization signal. 



The method of claim 17 further comprising securing the 
computing device in response to an absence of the au- 
thorization signal. 

A security system comprising: 

a) means for obtaining a biometric characteristic 
from a user that identifies the user; 

b) means for broadcasting an authorization signal 
that is related to the biometric characteristic; 

c) means for receiving the authorization signal that is 
related to the biometric characteristic; and 

d) means for permitting the user to access the com- 
puting device in response to receiving the authoriza- 
tion signal. 



